
 

September 2, 2025 

 

The Honorable John Thune     The Honorable Mike Johnson 

Majority Leader                                                                     Speaker 

United States Senate                                                            United States House of Representatives 

Washington, DC  20510                                                        Washington, DC  20515 

  

The Honorable Charles Schumer                                        The Honorable Hakeem Jeffries 

Minority Leader                                                                     Minority Leader 

United States Senate                                                            United States House of Representatives 

Washington, DC  20510                                                        Washington, DC  20515 

  

Dear Majority Leader Thune, Minority Leader Schumer, Speaker Johnson, and Minority Leader Jeffries: 

On behalf of the undersigned organizations representing patients, providers, and public health 

organizations, we urge Congress to include the Cure Hepatitis C Act of 2025 (S.1941) in the broader 

health legislative package. There are very few opportunities for the health care community and Congress 

to partner to eliminate a devastating disease, but hepatitis C presents one. With oral medications that have 

been on the market for over 10 years and cure over 95 percent of patients in just 8 to 12 weeks, the tools 

are available to save the lives of many Americans if Congress acts now, and we ask that you do. 

  

At least 2.4 million — and as many as 4 million people in the United States are chronically infected with 

hepatitis C, often referred to as a “silent killer.” Chronically infected individuals may be asymptomatic 

for years while the virus damages their liver. They may also develop other chronic conditions like 

diabetes and kidney disease. Left undetected and untreated, hepatitis C may progress to liver cirrhosis, 

liver cancer, and potentially even death. Liver transplantation is the only rescue therapy available to those 

who develop the complications related to cirrhosis but is an expensive and limited option. Every year, one 

of every five persons on the waiting list for liver transplantation die or become too sick to undergo the 

transplant. Diagnosis and treatment of hepatitis C can avoid all those downstream consequences—for 

every one million people cured of hepatitis C in ten years, 34,000 cases of liver cancer, 2,500 liver 

transplants, and 24,000 deaths can be prevented. 

  

The high number of individuals unaware of their disease status, the barriers to screening and treatment, 

and the cost of these medications are the primary impediments to hepatitis C elimination. However, 

Congress can act to address these challenges, save the lives of many Americans living with hepatitis C, 

and reduce the significant health costs associated with treating those who develop liver cancer and require 

liver transplants. The Cure Hepatitis C Act, which the Congressional Budget Office found saves $6.5 

billion in the 10-year budget window, contains the following components: 

• $9.7 billion in funding through 2031 to expand access to rapid screening, treatment, and services 

to support hepatitis C elimination.  

• Empowers state and local public health systems, community health centers, opioid treatment 

programs, and correctional facilities to build lasting infrastructure, scale up existing prevention 

programs, and integrate hepatitis C services into their work. 

We have seen a similar approach taken by the states of Louisiana, Washington, and Texas that have made 

a great deal of impact in reducing the number of people with hepatitis C. This legislation provides a 

blueprint to save lives and reduce federal healthcare spending by testing and treating individuals living 

with hepatitis C. The time to act is now before hepatitis C progresses to more costly and complicated liver 



 

diseases for many Americans. We stand ready to work with you to eliminate hepatitis C for all Americans 

and respectfully request that Congress include S.1941 in its legislative package for health.  Please contact 

Tim Leshan, Chief External Relations and Advocacy Officer, Association of Schools and Programs of 

Public Health, with any questions - Tleshan@aspph.org (202) 296-1099, ext. 132.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

1Day Sooner 

AADAP, Inc. 

Adapt Integrated Health Care 

African Services Committee 

AIDS Alabama 

American Academy of HIV Medicine California and Hawai'i Chapter 

American Association for the Study of Liver Diseases 

American Association of Nurse Practitioners 

American College of Gastroenterology 

American Gastroenterological Association 

American Liver Foundation 

American Public Health Association 

American Society of Gastrointestinal Endoscopy 

American Society of Nephrology 

Any Positive Change Inc. 

APLA Health 

Asian Liver Center at Stanford University 

Association of American Medical Colleges 

Association of Public Health Laboratories 

Association of Schools and Programs of Public Health 

Association of State And Territorial Health Officials 

Bienestar Human Services 

Big Cities Health Coalition 

Breadcrumb Analytics Inc. 

California Hepatitis C Task Force 

California Syringe Exchange Programs (CASEP) Coalition 

Caring Ambassadors Program 

mailto:Tleshan@aspph.org


 

Center for Health Law and Policy Innovation 

Central City Concern 

Christie’s Place 

Clary Strategies 

Coalition for Global Hepatitis Elimination 

Community Health Project Los Angeles 

Community Liver Alliance 

Connections to Giving Back Inc 

Danaher Diagnostics 

DAP Health 

Empire Liver Foundation 

End Hep C SF 

End The Epidemics: Californians Mobilizing to End HIV, Viral Hepatitis, STIs, and Overdose 

Essential Access Health 

Facente Consulting 

Family Health Centers of San Diego 

Gastroenterology & Hepatology Advanced Practice Providers (GHAPP) 

Glide Foundation 

Global Liver Institute 

Hawaii Health and Harm Reduction Center 

Health Brigade 

Health Services Center, Inc. 

Hep Free Hawaii 

Hepatitis B Foundation 

Hepatitis C Association 

Hepatitis Education Project 

HIV Medicine Association 

Immunization Alliance for Equity and Access 

Infectious Diseases Society of America 

International Association of Hepatitis Task Forces 

International Liver Transplantation Society 

International Network on Health and Hepatitis in Substance Users (INHSU) 



 

La Maestra Family Clinic, Inc. 

La Pine Community Health Center 

Liver Coalition of San Diego 

Liver Education Advocates 

LSU School of Public Health 

Maui AIDS Foundation 

Mid South Liver Alliance 

Mission Mobile Medical 

MoNetwork 

Montefiore Starfish program 

NASPGHAN 

NASTAD 

National Alliance for HIV Education and Workforce Development 

National Association of County and City Health Officials 

National Black Church Initiative 

National Consumers League 

National Harm Reduction Coalition 

National Viral Hepatitis Roundtable (NVHR) 

Neighborhood Healthcare 

New York Doctors Coalition 

Nonprofit Consultants, LLC 

Occupy Bergen County (New Jersey) 

One Community Health 

Open Biopharma Research and Training Institute 

Oregon Primary Care Association 

Rotary Action Group for Hepatitis Education 

San Diego County Medical Society 

San Diego Liver Coalition 

San Francisco AIDS Foundation 

Sunburst Projects 

The AIDS Institute 

The Hepatitis C Mentor And Support Group-HCMSG 



 

The Sidewalk Project 

Treatment Action Group 

Unitarian Universalists for a Just Economic Community 

University of Iowa School of Public Health 

University of Nebraska School of Public Health 

University of Washington School of Public Health 

West Virginia Hepatitis Academic Mentoring Partnership 

White Bird Clinic 

Will Rodgers Liver Health Foundation 

Yakima Neighborhood Health Services  

 

 

 

cc:       Chair Mike Crapo, Senate Finance Committee 

Ranking Member Ron Wyden, Senate Finance Committee 

Chair Bill Cassidy, Senate Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions Committee 

Ranking Member Bernie Sanders, Senate Health Education, Labor, and Pensions Committee 

Chair Susan Collins, Senate Appropriations Committee 

Vice Chair Patty Murray, Senate Appropriations Committee 

Chair Chuck Grassley, Senate Judiciary Committee 

Ranking Member Dick Durbin, Senate Judiciary Committee 

Chair Jason Smith, House Ways & Means Committee 

Ranking Member Richard Neal, House Ways & Means Committee 

Chair Brett Guthrie, House Energy & Commerce Committee 

Ranking Member Frank Pallone, House Energy & Commerce Committee 

Chair Tom Cole, House Appropriations Committee 

Ranking Member Rosa DeLauro, House Appropriations Committee 

Chair Jim Jordan, House Judiciary Committee 

Ranking Member Jamie Raskin, House Judiciary Committee 

 


