
2010
2011

2012
2013

2014
2015

2016
2017

2018
2019

2020
2021

20,000 

15,000 

10,000 

5,000 

0 

10

30

50

71
0 25 50 75

AAPI 

Latino 

White 

Black 

2021
2010

2021

SYNTHETICS LIKE FENTANYL DROVE OPIOID DEATHS

In 2010, the overdose death rate
was highest among white people.

IN BIG CITIES, DEATH
RATES ROSE SHARPLY
IN ALL RACIAL AND
ETHNIC GROUPS 

Since 2010, over 100,000
people in large U.S. cities have
died from a drug overdose. 

IN BIG CITIES,
OVERDOSE DEATHS
ROSE BY 235% 
FROM 2010 TO 2021

In 2010, synthetic opioids caused 
1 in 10 opioid overdose deaths.

DRUG OVERDOSE DEATHS 
IN BIG CITIES: 2010-2021
Data from the Big Cities Health Inventory, an open-source platform providing health
metrics for the 35 large U.S. cities that comprise the Big Cities Health Coalition

For more data on drug overdose deaths in big
cit ies,  v is i t  bigcitieshealthdata.org .  More context
on these demographic trends can be found in our

drug overdose data brief .  
 

By 2021, this increased to 9 in 10
due to an influx of fentanyl, a
highly lethal synthetic opioid.

Overdose death rate from all drugs, per 100,000, age-adjusted
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By 2021, Black people had the
highest rate of overdose death. 
In this group of people, deaths
were 4x higher than in 2010.

https://www.bigcitieshealth.org/
https://drexel.edu/uhc/
https://bigcitieshealthdata.org/
https://bigcitieshealthdata.org/compare/?city=2&cities=1%2C3%2C4%2C5%2C6%2C7%2C8%2C9%2C10%2C11%2C12%2C13%2C14%2C15%2C16%2C17%2C19%2C20%2C21%2C22%2C23%2C24%2C25%2C26%2C27%2C28%2C29%2C30%2C31%2C32%2C33%2C34%2C35%2C36%2C37&metrics=07-01-15&years=2021&groups=&sort=high&geoStrata=
https://drexel.edu/~/media/Files/uhc/briefs/BCHC_DrugOverdoseDeaths.ashx?la=en&_gl=1*k9v6q7*_ga*NDgwMTI4MjQuMTY4MjQ0MDM5OQ..*_ga_6KJ1PNLE19*MTY4MjQ0MDM5OC4xLjEuMTY4MjQ0MTMyNC41OC4wLjA

