Violence
Prevention
The Big Cities Health Coalition (BCHC) is a forum
for the leaders of America’s largest metropolitan
health departments to exchange strategies and jointly
address issues to promote and protect the health and
safety of the 62 million people they serve. Together,
these public health officials directly affect the health
and well-being of nearly one in five Americans.
Together, we aim to create healthy, more equitable
communities through big city innovation and
leadership.

E Building Safer, More Resilient Communities
by Preventing Violence
Violence occurs in several different, yet interconnected, forms.
Community gun violence, domestic violence, bullying and childhood
violence have profound negative impacts on individuals, families and
communities. These negative impacts can include high levels of trauma,
increased levels of mental illness and substance use, as well as reduced
levels of health, well-being and economic opportunity across impacted
communities.
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Moral conviction, Political courage, Government commitment, Resident leadership, Community led solutions,
Shared values and vision, Multisector collaboration, Training and capacity building, Monitoring and evaluation

Core
Elements

UPFRONT

Public
Health
Strategies

Injury and Trauma

Social and racial equity policies
Voting rights/voter
enfranchisement
Tax reform
Decriminalize substance
abuse, mental illness and
poverty
Equitable community
investment

Local/state
policymakers and
champions
Advocates

Sectors
and
Partners

IN THE THICK
Fair lending
Racial and gender justice
training
Implicit bias training
Resident engagement and
neighborhood action planning
Anti-displacement strategies
Universal income
Living wage

Elections
administrators
Courts
Housing

Criminal justice reform
Safe parks
Greening vacant lots
CPTED
Positive school climate
Reduce alcohol outlet density
Gun restrictions
Safe gun practices

Community
development
School districts
Parks and recreation
Libraries

Public works
Artists and art
groups
Economic/workforce
development

IN THE AFTERMATH
Street outreach and violence
interruption
Gun safety
Rental inspection
Social-emotional learning
Positive youth development
Youth employment
Restorative justice
Healing circles
Early childhood
Business
Schools
Resident leaders

Hospital-based violence
intervention
Gun violence restraining orders
Trauma-informed care
Mental health treatment
Trauma-recovery interventions
Community-led re-entry
supports

Faith
Social servies
Community/cultural
organizations

Health care
Behavioral health
Law enforcement
Probation

Framework developed in partnership with Prevention Institute; Report forthcoming.

END NOTES
1

Forthcoming BCHC/Human Impact Partners Report: Equity Lens Tool for Local Public Health Departments (Working Title).

2

Forthcoming BCHC/Prevention Institute Report: When Beating the Odds Means Having to Change the Odds: Pathways to preventing Violence to Build Safe, Resilient
Communities (Working title).

